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With Reſpect to the Influence ſuch Increaſe of 
the Capital may have on the Body of the 
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COMPU TATION 


or THE 


Increaſe. of London, 
And Pan TS Adjacent. . | 


33S 
4 » 


per Place, it is as pile i 


i 


* 
F 
Sn tt Lo. 


i. 


— 


| HE b is made, "and found- 
ed upon the Iacreaſe of the Impor- 
tation of Coals into the Port of Len- 
Am, for ſeveral Years laſt paſt 3 and 
referring the Reaſon for the ſame, to their pro- 
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The Reaſon of beginning this Account in 1695, 
is, becauſe there was a nice, and well-grounded 
Calculation made of Houſes and People within 
the Bills of Mortality at that time, which ſta- 
ted the Number of Houſes at 105,000, and the 
Number of People at 540,000, then HE 

By the Medium is meant, the yearly Quantity 
of Coals which ſerved for Conſumption, one 
Year with another, for each of the leven Tears 
reſpectively; as for Example, The Medium for 
ſeven Years ending in 1716, being 375,452z 
Chalders, ſhews, that in thoſe ſeven Years that 
Quantity was imported, and conſumed yearly, 
one Year" with another; and that leſs than that 
Quantity would not then ſupply London and its 
Dependencies; . and the Increaſe of Buildings 
ſince, may ſhew, that a much greater Quantity 
is at this time neceſſary. 

From hence may be ſtated a Computation of 
the Number of Houſes, and People withm the 


Bills of Mortality, becauſe the Increaſe of the 


Importation is owing to the Increaſe of Buildings, 
and Ihabitants, and theſe will ftill'bear a Pro- 
portion to one another, till ſome other fort of 


Fuel is more generally uſed inſtead of Coal, 


than is at preſent; nor can it be fairly urged, in 
Contradiction to this Aſſertion, that Glaſs-Hou- 
ſes, printing and damask ing of Cloths and Stuffs, 
conſume large Quantities, ſince thoſe very Manu- 
factures entirely depend on the Growth nd Im- 


provement] of the City, and (if rightly conſi- 


der d) are a farther Evidence of the Poſition here 

| ͤ „ 
This then being premiſed, the Computation 

thereupon is as follows, | 


Vear. 


155 


— 


1 Yearly Increaſe(in| 
Number of 4 each 7 of the 21 
IVears) of | 


| of Coals 
'Year.|requiſite 
| for Con- — — * 3 
ſſumption. Houſes.] People. [Houſes, | People. 


„ 


—— 


ITY _ 2 * a —— | We — | j 


| 1695 315,27 | 105,000 ; 530,900 
| 388 1,257 


1752 [323,583 [107,715 | 542,704 
11709 344, 645114, 726 | $79,094 [1,0017 | 5,055 
11716 [375,45251 124,981 } 630,856 |1,4675 J 7,394 | 


Which is ſomething above five heads per 
Houſe, and a little more than three Chalders of 
Coals per Annum, per Houſe, one with another. 

A Calculation may in the ſame manner be 

made for Years backward, from 1695, and for the 

two Years forward from 1716, (if any think it 


worth their while to look either of thoſe ways) 


in the mean time, it may be allowed, that there 
haas been of late Years, a vaſt Increaſe, both of 
Houſes and People, within the Bills of Mortality; 


and as Coal is the general” Fuel, the Increaſe of 


the Importation of it, ſeems to be a good Foun- 
dation for judging of, and computing the Increaſe 
of Buildings, and Inhabitants, and perhaps as 
equal, and juſt an one, and bears as near a pro- 
portion as any other, in the preſent Circumſtan- 
ces of this great, and growing City; however 
the applying the Importation of Coals to ſuch a 
Computation, can be no prejudice to any other, 
nor (tis hoped) will hinder it in any one, who 
has any Plan, and intention for it. 

But let that be as it will, the Increaſe both of 
Buildings, and People, is too evident to be de- 
ny'd, it were rather to be wiſh'd, it could be 
faid, that an Increaſe of Trade, contributed to 
the other Increaſe; but there ſeems to be much 


ſtronger 


——— 
— ——— 
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ſtronger reaſons for beleiving, that it is chiefly 
owing to: other cauſes, whereof the Union of 


England, and Scotland, may be reckoned one; 


and another (altogether as conſiderable) may be 
the Publick Funds, which have occafioned the 
erecting of ſeveral New: Offices, and Societies; 
aud (beſides the ſupplying theſe with People, to 0 
execute, and manage them) have brought great 
Waben oi other People to live in, and about 
Landon; ſome upon the Income of their For- 
tunes, placed in the Exchequer, Bank, &c. to 
great Advantage; and others to deal in Stocks, 
and Funds, which being of that largeneſs, and 
extent , have furriſh'd great variety of Town- 


Traffek, and Employment, and theſe have turn'd 
to ſo good Account, as to raiſe up many Fa- 
milies, and produce many new and ſhining Equi- 


pages, which has increaſed Servants in proportion, 
and created many Dependants. 

And'if continuing the Army be added here, 
as another cauſe of the Increaſe of People, in and 
about Landon; it ſeems not only to carry Weight, 
but Deinonſtration with it, becauſe the General, 
and ot her Offcers chiefly centre here, on Account 
of the Court, their Military Poſts, or Seats in 


Parliament, aud their Families, Equipages, and 


Dependauts, are not;the leaſt, either for Gran- 
denr, or for Number z; all together however, ſeem 
to have added greatly to the Increaſe of People, 
that is; to bring People to London, of one ſort, 
or other, tho? with reſpect to theſe laſt be it 
ſpoken, they may jufly be reckoned ſuch, as are 
of equal Benefit, and Security to the City in parti- 
eular, as to Enliſh Privileges in general. 26 
But at the lame time, it may perhaps be found, 


that other Part: ts Of f England, as 5 well as al] Nerth- 
| Britain, | 


— ©.) tagagh Meas — > 


EE 
Brit ain, are both impoveriſh d, and diminiſh'd,and 
that this in one effect of the Increaſe of London. 


What other efiects there have been, or may 


be to both Kingdoms, is left to thoſe to calcu- 
late, and conſider, who have had a hand in theſe 
changes, have already felt any of thoſe effects, 
or apprehend, and foreſee any other. 
In the mean time, as there have been Notions, 
that the Increaſe of People (let them come how, 
and from whence they will) is an addition of 
Riches to a Nation; fo England has not been 
wanting in making ſome Experiments, and, not 
long ago, that remarkable one of bringing over 
a great Number of poor Palatines; but with what 
| Succeſs, or Profit to the Nation, is not yet for- 
got, tho' may eaſily be ſumm'd up; and the 
bringing them hither , maintaining them here, 
and ſending them back again, or to ſome other 
Country better adapted for them, having coſt the 
Nation ſome Money, may ſhew, that thoſe No- 
tions do not at all Times, and in all Cafes hold 
true. And beſides, to bring over People, mere- 
ty for the Sake of Numbers, without Regard to 
uſeful Hands, or to diſpoſing them properly, 
muſt be a Burthen, inſtead of any Advantage to 
a Nation. | | 9 5 
But, if Foreigners who come hither, by Invi- 
tation, or Permiſſion, come prepared for Manu- 
factures, Tillage, or ſome other uſeful Buſineſs, 
and bring Money, and other Effects of Value 
along with them, whereby to have ſomething 
to work upon, as well as with, it may make 
fome Alteration in the Caſe, and better ſupport 
the Notions mention'd, than can be done by 
empty Comers. But it happen'd to be quite other- 
wiſe in the Inſtance of the Palatines, who came 
with nothing but themſelves, and ſome Diſtem- 
- | - | : Pers. 
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pers. They all were poor, and that humble Epi- 


| thet (with abundant Charities) was beftow'd up- 
on them, and large Collettions were made for 


them accordingly; on which Account, it can 
hacdly be inſiſted on, that England was the 
richer or the better for them; or that it ever 
can be, by the Addition of ſuch Hands. 22 

And whether the Matter is mended ſuice, by 


the Acceſſion of ſome People from other Coun- 
tries, (who are come to England, and ſeem not 


wholly to diſlike it, or what they find here) 


does not yet appear by any Account, or Eſtimate 


made thereof. This however may be ſaid, that 
Numbers of Forreigners are arrived among us, 
and by ſome Aids (of one kind or other) live in 
Splendor, and make a Figure here; and theſe 
again are another Increaſe of the Numbers of 
People, in and about London: But whether they 
add Wealth, or drain it, is left to thoſe to con- 
ſider, and compute, who have Talents for fuch 
Enquiries ; and tis left to the Nation to take the 
Benefit thereof, with all the Conſequences. 
And now that a Calculation is made of the 
Increaſe of Buildings, and Inhabitants within the 
Bills of Mortality, and Reaſons given for fup- 


_ porting it, together with ſome Cauſes of the In- 
creaſe ; the next Computation propoſed, is, How 


much London and Middleſex may reaſonably pay 
more to the Land-tax, than they did in 1695, by 
reaſon of ſuch Increaſe ; which ſeems to be very 
Plain, and no more to be requiſite for it, than 
to ſtate the Proportion, by that of the Increaſe of 
Buildings; for which ſome Reaſons, (as well as 
why London and Middleſex ought to pay higher 
than other Places) ſhall afterwards be given. 
Then, as by the Computation of Buildings, 
the Number of them in 1716, was ye 4% 
| | | there 


* 
l 2 
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there wants but 19 to make the Increaſe 20, ooo, 
from 1695 to that time; which is an Increaſe 
of : of the whole; and that is ſo near , that 
conſidering the great Number of new Buildings 
from 1716, to 1718, a full fiith of the whole 
In 1695, (increaſed by 19) added to the Num- 
ber of that Year, may reaſonably enough be 
admitted for the Number of Houſes in 1718, 
vx 126,000, which in the two Years is but an 
Increaſe of 1,019, whereas by the Computation 
before mentioned, the yearly Increaſe for ſeven 
Years together, ending in 1716, was 1,167, 
which if admitted for the Increaſe of each of the 
two laſt Years, the prſeent Number of Houſes 
would be 127,916, and conſidering how new 


Buildings have been hurry'd on in that time, 


there ſeems no roout for making any Objecti- 
on againſt this laſt Number, or one ſomewhat 
greater, for being neareſt to the preſent Num- 
ber of Houſes. But that Conceſſions, and Al- 
lowances on this Score, muy be paſt diſpute, 
and that there may be no Colour for Cavils 2bout 


the ſame, let the preſent Number ot :tloules be 


ſuppoſed only to be 126,000, the Increaſe of 
the Land-Tax will be in the Proportion follow- 
ing; its 165 to 126. So is 102,000 to I 20,000, 


that is, for every 109,000. which London and 


Middleſex paid to the Land- Tax, in 1695, they 
ought now to pay 1 20,000. . Suppoſi.g them td 
pay to the full, according to the Rates ut that 
time, which that they did not by a conſide- 
rable deal (one with another} there are not only 
fufficient Reaſons to be given, but a plain Cal- 
culation of what they did pay ſhort, if the 

| 3 lars 


E 


fame was requiſite, or that the Parties concern'd, 


mould not more willingly wave, 


than infift 


upon it; therefore at preſent that Matter may 
eaſily be paſs'd over, and let it be as it will, 
the Proportion here ſtated will ſtill hold good, 
as well for what they did pay, as for what 
they ought to have paid in 1695; and for taking 


a more eaſy 


| 


As 


— 


View of this Proportion, the fol- 
towing Table is preſented. 


For every Sum 
in this Column, 1 
which London 11 1518 they 
and Middleſeæx | © 8 as 
did pay to the | *'S hos = 
Land-Tax in | 
1695. j 
. 1 
10 i n 12 : 
| | 200 1 
| 300 ĩ 36 
. 410 48 
. e 
100 „ 
| 1,000 I 1, 200 
10,000 ] + 12,000] 
180, % %õ,jỹ , 
0c, oo 2 οοο 
6 300,000 | + 360,000 
3 c. 
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New; if it be here objefted to this Purpoſe, 


& That this Computation of raiſing Londen and 
cc Middleſex, in Proportion to the Increaſe of Build- 


cc ings, is made, as if the Tax was charged, and 


& levied on Houſes only, whereas it was raiſed on 
cc Rents of Lands, (no ſmall Article in Middle- 
te ſex) Houſes, Penſions, perſonal Eſtates, and Of 
ce fices, all together; and therefore they ought to 
e be diſtinguiſhed for making 4a right Eſtimate of 

ce what ought to be added on the Score of theſe 
ce new Buildings. | 


It may be anfwered thus, 


That the Number of Houſes in 1695, be- 


ing 105,008, ſuppoſe they had been rated at 31“. 
per Houſe, to a Tax of four Shillings in the 
Pound, which is but a Rent of 15 J. per Annum 
per Houſe, one with another, and at a Medium, 
which ſeems to be ſo moderate, as eaſily to be 
admitted; the Tax at that Rate would have 
amounted to 315,000 , for the Tax on Houſe- 
Rents only; and whether all together paid ſo 
much to the four Shillings in the Pound, need 
not here be mentioned, becauſe tis ſo eaſy to 
be known; but it may ſerve to ſhew, that, by 
including the Land-Rents, perſonal Eſtates, Of- 
fices and Penfions, in what London and Middle- 
ſex did pay, they were ſo far from being o- 
ver-rated, that they were much under the full 


Rents and Values of what was chargeable; and 


at the ſame time ſufficient Allowance would 
have been made for empty Houſes; and there- 
1 "= 4 fore 
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fore an Addition to that Sum in 1718, in Pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of Buildings, ſeems not 
to want either Support or Reaſon. Then as 
the Increaſe is computed at 21,000 Houſes, 
ſuppoſing the Rents thereof to be only as the 
other, (tho' 'tis known they are much more) 
the Tax thereon to four Shillings in the Pound 
Will be.. 83, ooo l. 


* 


fore, viz. 


To which adding for the) 
omputation in 1695, as be- © 315,000 1. 


-- 


> 


The Total will be —378,000 l. 


for the Sum, that London and Middleſex might 
reaſonably pay to a Tax of four Shillings in the 
Pound, in 1718. 


But now in Caſe it be urged farther in the 
Behalf of London and Middleſex, that tho' they 
did not pay to the full of the Land-Tax, at 
a Medium of the Rents, yet they paid more, 
and higher, than other Parts of England, as 
being nearer to the Eye, and inſpective of the 
Government: It may be anſwered, That at the 
ſame time it is allowed they did fo, - Reaſons 
may be given why they ought to do it, and 
they are theſe. | | | 


1. Pecauſe of the great Advantage London 
has by Trade, above other Places, the greateſt 
part of the Commerce of the Nation centring, 
and being negotiated, and tranſacted there, -_ 

conſe- 
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conſequently, as tis thereby the great Recep- 
tacle of the Gains reſulting from ſuch Com- 
, 


2. Becauſe of the quick Circulations, and 


Returns of Money, not only by ſuch Trade, 
but even in the Payments of the Rents, which 
are Quarterly in and about London, and in the 
Country but half yearly, beſides their being 
paid better, and more punctually in London, 

than elſewhere, according co the Rent-Days a- 
greed on for them. MT 


3 one Reaſon that London and Weſt- 


minſter have paid higher to the Land-Tax, 


than remoter Places, may be, their being more 
immediately under the Eye of the Government, 
and neareſt to Inſpection, yet at the ſame time, 
even that Situation is ſo far from being a Pre- 
judice, that tis a great Advantage to them; 


which is, by furniſhing the Court, and thoſe 


that belong to it, and depend thereon, with 
all, or moſt things for their Tables, Houſes, 
Equipages, and Apparel: And in like manner, 
thoſe of the other Nobility and Gentry, which 
Seſſions of Parliament, and other Buſineſs bring 
to Town: And then the furniſhing the many 
Offices of the Crown, the Revenue, the Law, 
Cc. is allo another Article of Gain to London 


and Weſtminſter, by their being the Seat and 
Centre of thoſe Offices: And another Advan- 


tage is, the conſiderable Sums paid by thoſe 
Ofhces towards the Land-Tax. 


There- 


— — * 
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Therefore, for the Reaſons mentioned, it 
ſeems but juſt and equitable, that remoter Pla- 
ces, which have not thoſe, or any ſuch Advan- 
tages, ſhould (by. way of Recompence) be ea- 

fed m Taxes; and tho' it may be computed, 
m what Proportion more diſtant Places have 
paid leſs than London, yet it may not be ſo 
material to ſtate that Matter here, as to ſhew, 
that by the ſame way, which that Caſe has 


been continued to them, it may be loft, and 


to turn'd to the Reverſe, as that remoter Pla- 
ces may be brought to a par with London in 
the Taxes, tho' they cannot be ſo in the Ad- 
vantages which have been mentioned ; nor ſuch 
Eaſe (as *tis call'd, and if continu'd) ſtand in 


Balance with thoſe Advantages. 


However, as there has been a ſeeming Eaſe 
by Diſproportions and Inequalities, in the Ra- 
ting of the Land-Tax, and that ſuch Eaſe, 
or Under-rating of more diſtant Places, has 
been cortinued by chuſing Gentlemen of Eſtates 


within, or adjacent to thoſe Places, for Repre- 


ſentatives in Parliament, who, by uniting in 
the Houſe of Commons (in that Particular, 
and thereby making a good Majority, they 
preſerved that Faſe in the Land-Tax to them- 
ſelves, and thoſe they repreſented. But by 
the ſame Rule that this Eaſe (in that Reſpect) 
has been maintained, it may be loſt to them, 
and turn'd another way, which 1s by the Ma- 
jority falling to other Hands; towards which , 
there ſeems not only to be ſome — 5 

= | bur 


but a Progreſs already made, and that is, by 
chuſing Strangers for Repreſentatives in remo- 
ter Burroughs, and Corporations; that is, ſuch 
Perſons as are neither known m the Country , 
nor have any Eftates there, and conſequently 
_ cannot be pr to have its Intereſt and 
Eaſe fo much at Heart, as to ſtand in Compe- 
tition with Intereſts, Acquifitions, or Expetta- 
tions of a different Nature, and which lie 
elſewhere. _ 33 


And when this comes to he the Caſe, that ei- 
r through an indifference, or inactivity in 
Country Gertlemen, by reaſon of Diſcourage- 


ments, and Diſappointments which they meet 


with, or their being overborn, or out- bid in the 
Auktions of Burroughs, where the Electors make 
a Sale thereof; the remoter Parts of England 
. (whenee the Majority was form'd, which eas'd 
them in their Taxes) ſhall be repreſented to the 
money'd Men of London, and the great Societies 
there, by Countries, and Place-men, and by the 

Officers of the Fleet, and Army. One may fore- 
ſee and epett a Turn in the rating of the Land- 
Tax, and that remoter Countries may be made 
to pay as high thereto, as London; which when 
once effected, will not ſo eaſily be remedied, or 
retrieved by thoſe who gave their Hands and 
Voices to it, as maintained by this new, and far- 
fetch'd ſet of Repreſentatives, who have the Art 
of ſaving and improving, as well as of geting 
Money, and probably may not want an Inclina- 
tion to ſhew it, in favour of themſelves when 
they get the Power, and ſuffer for it, who con- 
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tributed to the Charge, and help'd them to that 


Power. 


One effect of this is ſeen already in 1 6 ; 5 
longing of a Triennial to a Septennial Term, and 


who knows but this may be further prolong d, 
in ſuch manner as the Poſſeſſors ſhall think fit, 
or rather, as to the Principals of thoſe Factors 


ſhall ſeem meet? 


Power is what they ſeem both to make a pro- 


greſs in, and to underſtand ; then, as to Policy, 


ſo little of it will ſerve, as if it was Calculated for 
their Talents; and as for Modeſty, Promiſes, 
Engagements, Conſtitution, and the like, they 


are too antiquated, and threadbare to have any 


weight with perſons thus verſed in refin'd and 
new Schemes, and whoſe views are of a different 


* 


nature. 


This then being the happy Caſe, and: the Con- 


ſequence of Corporation and Burrough-Traffick, 
one may now ſee the reaſon why the Fate of the 


Government has been link'd to that of Stocks, 
and made ſo abſolutely to depend upon it, as 
if all Judgments were to be form'd, and all Mea- 
ſures were to be taken from it; and that, as 
Stocks roſe or fell, ſo was the Government to 


proſper or to ſink ; thereby making the Auctions 
of Exchange- Alley, the Index, Rule, and Stand- 


ard of Publick Conſultations, , Judgments, and 
Deciſions, and ſetting up a Regency there, to 
Preſcribe, and Dictate to the Cabinet; which 
was found fo eaſy to improve, as that from an 

imaginary 


imaginary State-thing, it did ih a manner, be- 
come the real, and only one; and Burroughs by 

kh means, coming to Market there, it was 110 

_ difficult (by proper Aids) to get them into the 
Hands of this Race of Jobbers ; who then might 


well be for bringing the Fate of the Nation to 


their own, and for crying up its Security to. de. 
end on theirs; becauſe this their Traffick, anc 


ominiou could only be ſupported, and carry'd 


_ Oh by the Methods it was begun, which was (at 
tet the Example of their Father Satan) by cen- 
tring and diſplaying all the Riches of the King- 
dom, on this charming and alluring Mountain, 

and then (as well for enlarging of the Capital, 
fottifying the ſame, and adding Strength to 
Strength, as for widening, the Channel for Sup- 
Be) monopolizing Burroughs, and Corpora- 
tions; which has ſo well ſucceeded, and ſuch 
4 Progreſs hath been made "therein, as that a 
grat part is wreſted by it from other hands; and 
they (viz. thele Managers, and Factors) plac'd 
in the Election-Chair, which is fo artfully con- 
triv'd, as ( like Winſtarleys ) to be wafted by 
an Engine to any place, and for any turn the 
Bervice may require, ſo that in the next place 


wks do's not Eno, but that; thoſe who, have, 


thus bought their Seats, may fell their Votes, 
and theit Country, too into the bargain ? While 


ſuch as are mefely Factors, transfer theirs at 


bare Commiſſion-price, and by boch together, 
15 and Right of Par- 


ths Power, Pri 
liament „ às we 


tution, ſeem to be brought to ſo ſmall à com- 
Pass, as to become an eaſv Purchaſe, and to 
EE et * 5 be 


as its Fence. to the Conſti- 
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be laid aſide, or render'd uſeleſs all at once, 
both as to Name and Eſſence, (ſomewhat like 
the State of the Convocation? ) Or, if the 
Name be left for Old Cuftom-fake, or for 
the ſake of any Form, or Show, or for the 
Pomp, and Grandeur of the Purchafer, in the 
paſſing and enforcing Edicts, with the At- 
tendance of his Vaſſals, ſo far this Band of 
P: operty-mongers, and Traffickers of Liberty may 
be honour'd, and diſtingufſh'd, while at the 
fame time the Corporation and Burrough-Traders, 
and Retailers may reflect on the Wiſe bargains 
they have made for themſelves, and for their 
Country, which they may look upon as their 
{ef Will and Teſtament, and that they have no- 
thing more to do, nor to diſpoſe of; neither 
after this need Knights of Shires have the. 
trouble of preparing ids of Commiſſioners for 
the Land-Tax, becauſe there may be parti- 
cular, and Short Commiſſions for examining, 
aud ſurvey ing of Eſtates, and for rating them 
at full Value, or indeed, at Pleaſure. 


z 
F 
? 

þ 

1 
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And whether ſuch may be favour'd, or 
how they may be rewarded," who have for- 
warded the Scheme, is more a Queftion, than 


they made, together with this Maxim, That 
ce even thoſe who may love a Treaſon, yet hate, 
ce the Traitor , And tis no new thing to Py 

975 . a 2” 


; 
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each of theſe to a Ge, as well as do a 
Prince. | 


But whatever becomes of theſe, or how. 
| ſever, they may be recorded, or remember'd, 
who have been the Inſtruments of ſo deeply 
wounding the Conſtitution,” and letting out 
its Blood fo profuſely ; or whatever be the 
Fate of ſuch, who give the laſt, and mortal 
ſtab, and complete it's ruin; their Annals will 
be of as little uſe, or comfort to the poor 
remnant of the Nation, as to make theſe, or 
the like reflections, viz. That a Nation which 
hath ſtood its ground , and kept its privi- 
leges and freedoms for Hundreds of Fears, 
is in leſs than a Third of a Century, quite 
undone 3 hath laviſhly ſpent above 160 Milli- 
ons in that time, — Hecatombs of Britiſh 
3 l 7 or eee ) wy its 


34 „ 'v 


Schifns, a and Rebeilions: hatch'd from left: 
Whoredom, and Adultery : ; and all centring 
in Atheiſm, Anarchy, and Confuſion. 0 


And tho' the third part of a Century is 
mention'd for effecting all this havock, and 
deſtruction, yet on a ſtrict Computation 3 

| may 


: 
£4 
. 
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may be found, that the greateſt part of that 


time has been taken up, in paving the way 
for the final Stroke, and that this laſt part 


has been brought about in little more than 


one Tenth of that Third of time; however, 
in the whole, an imaginary Slavery is become 
a real, one, and with this we may ſit down, 
and each of us tamely mutter to our ſelves; 


On, Liberty ; Oh Property Oh my Country with- 


out expecting the leaſt regard for any of them, 
from thoſe whoſe, chains, and fetters we have 


put upon our ſelves. 


This then being our condition, and it hav- 
ing been obſerx'd before, how, and in what 
manner there hath been ſome eaſe in the 
Land- Tax, to places at a diſtance from the 


Centre, and Seat of Government; It may be 


added here ( beſides the way already men- 
tion d, by which it may be loſt) That as to 
ſuch eaſe, or any other of that kind, tis only 
to be underſtood to be ſo, while the People 
were in a State of freedom; for in arbitary, 
and deſpotic Governments it may be found to 
be wholly the Reverſe, and that _ who 
are neareſt to the Eye, and Centre, fare the 
beſt, | and freeſt from Oppreſſion, becauſe the 
People there, can apply ſooner and more ea- 
fily for redreſs of Grievances, and Abuſes; 
and Officers are alſo kept in better awe, and 
more ſtrictly to their duty, as well as to the 
Rules, and Limitations of it ; but Intendants, 
and other Officers who are Commiſſion'd to 

OP | remoter 


E 

remoter places, to levy Taxes; may be es 
pre ſented by a Burning-Glaſs, and be ſaid to 
reſemble the Nature of it, which is to con- 
tract the Rays of the Sun (compared here to 
the Authority of the Prince committed to 
them) with that force, aud to that degree, 
as to burn, and ſcorch in the ſevereſt man- 
ner, where tis pointed, and directed; And 
whether ſuch Officers increaſe the Revenues 
of the Prince by it, or not, yet they are ſure 
to ſqueeze and oppreſs the People, with all 


manner of exactions, and extortions. f 


And now that both States (that is, of Free- 
dom and of Slavery) have been repreſented in 
| ſome Meaſure, as to the Article of Taxes; 
one may eaſily imagine that all things, elſe 

which can affect a People, will take the ſame 

Turn; and both together, ſet before us, what 
we of this Nation have been, and what we 
are; what we enjoy'd, and what we have loſt 
and thrown away; and that. all this is chiefly 
owing to the being grown ſo wanton, giddy, 
and intoxicated with the Name of Liberty, as 
to proſtitute all Virtue, Principle, and Honour; 
which brought on fo great a Degeneracy , fo 
general a Pravity and Corruption, and ſuch a 
Feebleneſs and Decay, and even Loſs of Cou- 
rage and Spirit thro' the Nation, as not only 
ſubjected and enflay'd it to the Idol-worſhip be- 
| fore-mentiond , but have tipen'd it for the 
Judgments which juſtly attend ſuch mad Pro- 
ceedings, and which are already at our Doors ; 
and then the general Indolence and Supineſs, 

Obduracy 


— —Ü—U— — 
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Obduracy and Stupidity, which are too obfer- 
vable, are farther Symptoms of impending Ru- 

me, as both aggravating the Guilt, and ſealing 

the Miſery paſt Redemption” 55 


There ſeems then little to be ſaid after this, 
but only to obſerve, That as bad as the State 
of Slavery is in ſome abſolute and deſpoxick 
Governments, yet that of England is become 
much worſe, and far more gratmg, intollera- 
bie, and tormenting, by having the ſevereſt 
Yoke put upon it, and ſuffering all the Effects 
of Bondage, under the Name, Shew, and Sha- 
dow of Free Pepple; as if Liberty was now 
for nothing more, than for being plac'd on 
high, and ridicul'd in Effigie, like the Devil 
and the Pope; nor to be remember'd any far- 
ther than by way of Inſult, and the Mock- 
Acctamations of a Hireling- Mob, and other At- 
tendants, on Contribution- Banfires, huizaing the 
Proceſſion with the Downfal and Extirpation 
of poor lifeleſs Liberty, thus dreſs d! thus tri- 
umph d over ! and thus thrown into the Flames! 


